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Samenvatting van de presentatie / Résumé de la présentation :

GPS modernisation, GLONASS revitalization, GALILEO, COMPASS,... these are busy times in ‘GNSS-land’. However,
some would argue that many of the recent developments, especially in the area of high-accuracy positioning, are
just minor enhancements to existing techniques first introduced years ago. With this years 30° anniversary of GPS,
we can say that we are on the brink of a new era!

More signals and new satellites from different GNSS systems will shortly be accessible to anyone. Russia’s GLONASS
is being revitalized after many years of neglect. According to Itar-Tass, GLONASS constellation will rise up to 24
satellites in not more tan a year and a half. In addition to GLONASS and a modernized GPS, featuring new civil and
military signals along with new constellations of satellites, we will have Europe’s Galileo system (with two GIOVE test
satellites already in orbit) and China’s Beidou/Compass system (with five satellites already in orbit). Receivers and
data-processing techniques will be developed to allow use of all available signals and satellites. The future promises
to be very exciting!

Indeed, there is no doubt that the increase in available GNSS constellations will broaden the use of satellite based
navigation in the world, but what are the differences between GPS only and GNSS for the surveyor and the GIS-
operative in the field? How can we benefit from the use of GNSS receivers in our daily survey? Can we already
benefit from GNSS today? In this presentation, an overview of the current status of the different satellite systems
will be given as well as an insight in the features and benefits of GNSS use.
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