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Positioning geospatial information to address global challenges



Intergovernmental United Nations Committee of Experts from
UN member states
Established in 2011, reports annually to ECOSOC

• Discuss, enhance and coordinate global geospatial information  
management activities by involving Member States at the highest level.

• Make joint decisions and set directions on the use of geospatial  
information within national, regional and global policy frameworks.

• Address global issues and contribute collective knowledge as a
community with shared interests and concerns.

• Develop effective strategies to build geospatial capacity in developing  
countries.

• Make accurate, reliable and authoritative geospatial information
readily available to support national, regional and global development.
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Lack of global decision-making
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Strengthening global geospatial
information management

Contribution of regional committees,  
thematic groups and networks

Legal and policy frameworks and issues  
related to authoritative data

Trends in national institutional
arrangements

Adoption of standards and technical  
specifications

Strengthening collaboration with
UNGEGN

United Nations activities in geospatial  
information management

Secretariat programme management
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Global fundamental geospatial  
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Integration of geospatial, statistical  
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Geospatial information and services
for disasters

Land administration and management

Geospatial information for sustainable
development

Integrated Geospatial Information  
Framework

Marine geospatial information

Normative strengthening,  

capacity building and  

implementation of GGIM

in support of the 2030 Agenda
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value of UN-GGIM

for Member States



GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT POLICY FRAMEWORK

How do we bridge  
the Digital Divide?

How does Digital Transformation Achieve Sustainable Development



The Overarching  
Strategic Framework  
is a mechanism for  
articulating and  
demonstrating  
national leadership,  
cultivating  
champions, and  
developing the  
capacity to take  
positive steps.

The Integrated  
Geospatial  
Information  
Framework provides  
a basis and guidefor  
developing,  
integrating and  
strengthening  
geospatial  
information  
management.

http://ggim.un.org/UN-GGIM-Intergrated-geospatial-information-framework/
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http://ggim.un.org/UN-GGIM-Integrated-geospatial-information-framework/


Part 1: Overarching Strategic Framework – WHY geospatial information management needs to be strengthened.

Part 2: Implementation Guide – WHAT actions can be taken to strengthen geospatial information management.

Part 3: Country-level Action Plans – HOW the actions will be carried out, WHEN and by WHOM.

Positioning geospatial information to address global challenges
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Anchored by 9  
Strategic Pathways,  
the Framework is a  
mechanism for  
articulating and  
demonstrating  
national leadership  
in geospatial  
information, and  
the capacity to take  
positive steps.
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Guiding  
Principles

Actions

Elements Interrelated  
Actions Outcomes  

and  
Benefits
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IGIF: Country-level Action Plans (CAPs)

Part 1: Overarching Strategic Framework – WHY geospatial information management needs to be strengthened.

Part 2: Implementation Guide – WHAT types of actions can be undertaken to strengthen geospatial information management.  

Part 3: Country-level Action Plans – HOW the actions will be carried out, WHEN and by WHOM.

Positioning geospatial information to address global challenges



• provide the process to build an IGIF for a nation, beginning with specific plans that align 
with a nation’s priorities and circumstances.

• reference the specific guidance, options and actions provided in the  Implementation 
Guide and address each of the Strategic Pathways 

• taking into  account the strategic and operational needs of a country when 
implementing the  Framework.

• a plan, not a programme that is implemented. 

• include elements such as the economic impact and value of geospatial  information 
systems, identification of investment needs and priorities, and sequenced  
implementation options.

Positioning geospatial information to address global challenges

IGIF: Country-level Action Plans (CAPs)



UN-GGIM Secretariat
Environmental Statistics and Geospatial Information Branch

United Nations Statistics Division  

Department of Economic and Social Affairs  

United Nations, New York

Find all about UN-GGIM on ggim.un.org

Positioning geospatial information to address global challenges

Thank you to Greg Scott
and UN-GGIM secretariat for ppt-material



IGIF IN BELGIË
INTRODUCTIE & EERSTE 
RESULTATEN BELGIË EN 

VLAANDEREN

JOEP CROMPVOETS (KU LEUVEN)

JOHANNES VAN GEERTSOM (NGI)



INTEGRATED GEOSPATIAL 
INFORMATION FRAMEWORK

Introductie
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• Kader ontwikkeld door lidstaten, UN-GGIM-
secretariaat en Wereldbank;

• Instrument ter ondersteuning van de
ontwikkeling van nationaal geospatiaal
informatiebeheer;

• Roept op tot partnerschappen met het
maatschappelijk middenveld, de
particuliere sector, de overheid en de
academische wereld;

• Versterking van de nationale
samenwerking.

Integrated Geospatial Information Framework
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Part 1: Overarching Strategic 
Framework – WHY geospatial 
information is a critical 
element of national social and 
economic development, and 
needs to be strengthened.

Part 2: Implementation Guide –
WHAT actions can be taken to 
strengthen geospatial 
information management.

Part 3: Country-level Action 
Plans – HOW the actions will 
be carried out, WHEN and by 
WHOM.
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Waarom IGIF toepassen in België?

INTEGRATED GEOSPATIAL INFORMATION FRAMEWORK (IGIF)| Introductie22

Trigger: Goedkeuring van de IGIF
implementation guide op de 10th
session of UN-GGIM in augustus 2020

IGIF ook interessant voor ontwikkelde
landen!
• Analyse van de huidige toestand (wat is

goed en wat kan beter)

• Opstellen roadplan voor de toekomst

• Argumentatie voor verdere investering

• Betere samenwerking
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EERSTE RESULTATEN
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België
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Scoring legend:

Good

Fair (could be better)

Poor 

Bad
STRATEGIC PATHWAYS

1. Governance & Institutions 2. Legal and Policy 3. Financial

Governance model Legislation Business Model

Leadership Norms, Policies, and guides Opportunities

Institutional Arrangements Governance and Accountability Investment

Value Proposition

Data Protection, Licensing and

Sharing Benefits Realization

4. Data 5. Innovation 6. Standards

Fundamental Data Themes Technological Advances Standards Governance and Policy

Custodianship, Acquisition and Management Process Improvement Technology and Data Interoperability

Data supply Chain Promoting Innovation and Creativity Community of Practice

Data Curation and Delivery Bridging the Digital Divide Compliance Testing and Certification

7. Partnerships 8. Capacity and Education 9. Communication and Engagement
Cross-sector and Interdisciplinary

Cooperation Awareness Stakeholder and User Engagement

Private sector and Academia collaboration Formal Education Strategic Messaging and Engagement

Community Participation Entrepreneurship

Communication strategy, Plans and

Methods

International Collaboration Professional Training Monitoring and Evaluation



Algemeen een relatief goede score voor het geografische 

informatiebeheer binnen België.

Voorlopige conclusie België
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Positieve elementen: Belangrijkste pijnpunten:

• Aanwezigheid van 

geoportalen voor de 

ontsluiting van kwalitatief-

hoogstaande geografische 

data 

• Gebruik van duidelijke 

(geodata) standaarden

• INSPIRE-directive en Open-

Data

• Ontbreken van een 

duurzaam financieel model

• Beperkt bewustzijn van de 

voordelen van geospatiale 

gegevens (evidence based

decision-making)

• Innovatie en creativiteit 

alomtegenwoordig in de 

private sector, echter 

beperkt binnen de publieke 

sector
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- Analyse vanuit nationaal oogpunt
• Niet evident voor een federaal

(decentraal) land

• Verschillen tussen de 3    io’s

• Niet alle stakeholders betrokken

- Geen eindstation maar startpunt
• Geen absolute waarheid

-> Basis voor verdere discussie/analyse

• Nieuwe nationale analyse voorzien
voor begin 2024

Aandachtspunten:
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Vlaanderen
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Algemeen een goede score voor het Vlaamse geografische 

informatiebeheer.

Voorlopige conclusie Vlaanderen
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Positieve elementen: Belangrijkste pijnpunten:

• Hoge beschikbaar en 

toegankelijkheid van 

kwalitatief-hoogstaande 

geografische data 

• Gebruik geodata

standaarden (inclusief 

duidelijke visie en sturing)

• Gebrekkige communicatie 

tussen deelnemers van het 

Vlaamse geografische 

informatie-ecosysteem

• Te weinig investering in 

capaciteitsontwikkeling. 
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- Analyse op basis van één
workshop
• Niet alle stakeholders betrokken

• Beperkte diepgang in bevraging

- Geen eindstation maar startpunt
• Basis voor verdere analyses binnen

Vlaamse Overheid

• Vervolg: 7 december 2023, Leuven

Aandachtspunten Vlaanderen:
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- Flagis studiedag over
GeoBeleid in Vlaanderen
• 7 december 2023

- Workshop ‘    Baseline
Analysis     i  ’
• 11 januari 2024

IGIF in België: Next steps
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